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The Insider
Movers and Seekers opens February 26

EEEEE veryone who has lived in what is now Michigan has roots
somewhere else.

 With this in mind, the Michigan Historical Museum created
Movers and Seekers: Michigan Immigrants and Migrants, a new special
exhibit that looks at the experiences, dreams and challenges of
people who made Michigan their new home in
the 20th century. The exhibit opens to the
public on Saturday, February 26, 2005.

Movers and Seekers celebrates the diversity
of  backgrounds in Michigan’s communities.
“By understanding others’ stories, we will
come to better understand our own,” says
Martha Aladjem Climo, a member of  the
museum education staff  and the Movers and
Seekers exhibit team.

 The exhibit features the stories of  Euro-
pean, Middle Eastern, Mexican American,
African American and Asian “movers and
seekers.”  Some arrived in Michigan seeking
jobs or education; others came as adoptees
and still others were refugees escaping war or
religious or ethnic persecution. Their oral
histories, three-dimensional objects, historic
documents and vintage photographs help
make the connection between real-life people
and Michigan’s social history.

Inevitably, Michigan’s heritage of  ethnic, religious and cultural
diversity could not be confined within the boundaries of  the
museum’s special exhibit gallery. “There is so much in Movers and
Seekers that is inspirational,” says Phillip C. Kwiatkowski, director

February 27, 2005
Post 9/11: Meet Michigan Movers and
Seekers. A symposium bringing together
people featured in the Movers and Seekers
exhibit. 1:00 to 3:00 P.M.

April 9, 2005
Daughter from Danang. A special showing
of this award-winning film.  Sponsored by the
MSU Asian Studies Center. 1:00 P.M.

April 16, 2005
Beyond the Melting Pot: Asian Adoptees
in the 21st Century. A daylong symposium

E x h i b i t  E v e n t s

integrating contemporary research on inter-
national adoption and Asian American
adoptees. Includes a screening of First
Person Plural, a film that explores inter-
national and trans-racial adoption over the
past several decades.  Sponsored by MSU
Asian Studies Center.  9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

May 7, 2005
Ethnic Fest. An ethnic festival featuring the
music of Josh White Jr., the Klezmer Fusion
Band and Tanya Stanaway. Ethnic dance,
crafts, food and much more! 10:00 A.M. to
4:00 P.M.

 Explore the daily life of   Michigan’s
soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen
through the places where they lived,
worked and trained.

  Find out how military life has changed in
Michigan, and what has stayed the same.

  Follow  changes in missions and tech-
nology during the past two centuries.

Future Mission

opens November 6, 2005
at the

 Michigan Historical Museum

of  the Michigan Historical Museum System, “that we’ve been
inspired to offer a variety of  avenues for visitors to celebrate this
rich diversity with us. We are very pleased to be partnering with
community organizations to bring symposiums, documentaries and
even an ethnic festival to the Michigan Historical Museum.” (See

sidebar for list).
In addition, plans are under way for a

series of  ethnic craft workshops for adults.
Children aged 9 through 12 will discover
ethnic crafts at the museum’s 2005 Summer
Sizzles day camp. Visit the Michigan Histor-
ical Center at www.michiganhistory.org for
the latest information on exhibit-related
events.

Movers and Seekers: Michigan Immigrants and
Migrants evolved out of  a project that began
in 1999 with a grant from the Ameritech
Corporation. The exhibit is sponsored, in
part, by the Esther and Seymour Padnos
Fund of  the Community Foundation of  the
Holland/Zeeland Area, The Louis and Helen
Padnos Foundation, the Friends of  Michigan
History and the Michigan Humanities Coun-
cil, an affiliate of  the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

The Michigan Historical Museum is located inside the Michigan
Library and Historical Center, 702 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing.
The museum and visitor parking are on the north side of
Kalamazoo Street, two blocks east of  M. L. King Jr. Boulevard.
Admission and weekend parking are free.

A Soldier’s Life in Michigan
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J J J J J ean Clark Buchler donated the wedding gown,
     veil and gloves that she wore when she married
in June 1948 in Alpena. Jean made the gown her-
self.

The material for the dress was “the heaviest
satin I could buy,”she recalled. “ I broke at least
two needles making it.”

Three months after Buchler’s wedding, her
sister Gayle wore the same gown for her walk
down the aisle.

Thirty-four years later, Buchler’s son modified
the wedding gown for his sister Anne, who be-
came the third bride to wear the satin dress when
she married in July 1982.

Without a granddaughter to wear the gown
she had made, Buchler submitted her wedding
ensemble to the museum’s donation committee.
The museum accepted her donation, in part, be-
cause of  the gown’s wonderful story. See photos
of  all three brides on our web site:
www.michiganhistory.org.

Your family history is part of  Michigan his-
tory. Consider making an artifact donation to the
Michigan Historical Museum. For more informa-
tion, contact curator of collections and exhibits
Eve Weipert, or send e-mail to weiperte@michigan.gov. You can also visit www.michiganhistory.org
and click on “Donate, Volunteer, Support” in the left-hand column.

*Four country guidebooks
* New Testament
* Soldier’s missal
* Two wrenches — Mark Popma

*Seven rewards of merit
* School certificate of promotion,
  dated 1882
* Certificate of membership in Michigan
   Teachers’ Institutes, dated 1886

— Joanne Harvey

* Hair brooch, dating to ca. 1860s
* Shipping tag from Charlotte Cemetery
  Company

— Rosemary Lea

* Bronze bust of Governor Hazen
  Pingree

— James C. Perkins

Statehood Day a success

OOOOO n January 23, 2005, visitors hungry for a unique history experience—and
 a good meal—braved post-snowstorm conditions to attend Statehood Day

events at the Michigan Historical Museum in downtown Lansing.
Statehood Day commemorates Michigan’s entry into the Union on January

26, 1837. The museum’s celebration features a reservations-only brunch and
silent auction that serves as a fundraiser for museum education programs. This
year, the event tantalized participants with dishes that were popular in the 1850s,
including roast beef, salmon, corn pancakes and blancmange. Take note that next
year’s Statehood Day event will feature a menu from the Civil War era.

The Michigan Historical Museum wishes to thank the following individuals
and organizations for their donations to the third annual Statehood Day silent
auction.

Coldwater Creek
The Country Shop, Okemos

Curious Book Shop, East Lansing
Delta Flowers, Lansing

Laurie Dickens
The English Inn, Eaton Rapids

Fabiano’s Sweet Shoppe
Grand Ledge Country Club

Lee Jackson

The Mole Hole, Lansing
Frances Mort

The Museum Store
Jeanne Nielsen

Anita Saviko
Sweet Retreats Fine
Chocolates, Milford

The Village Florist, Milford

Elizabeth Arasim
Jo Anne Arasim

Archives Book Shop, East Lansing
Arms Brothers, Milford

Tami Averill
Mary Bajcz

Barbara Cicchelli
Clara’s Lansing Station Restaurant

The Clothing Cove, Milford

One gown, three bridesOne gown, three bridesOne gown, three bridesOne gown, three bridesOne gown, three brides

Also new to the
museum collections:

Jean Clark Buchler on her wedding day
in 1948. Today, the wedding ensemble
she wore is part of the Michigan
Historical Museum collections.

Museum volunteer Abby Richmond enjoys an 1850s meal
while listening to musician Robert McCloy at the 2005
Statehood Day Brunch and Silent Auction.
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Winter Fun
at the

Michigan Historical Center

February 26
Boogie for Your Badge. A
Junior Girl Scout workshop -
preregistration required.
Michigan Historical Museum,
Lansing. 10 A.M. to 3 P.M.

March 10
Doing Research at the
State Archives of Michigan.
Part of the State Archives of
Michigan 2005 Genealogy
Series. Michigan Library and
Historical Center, Lansing.
3 to 4 P.M.

March 12
Her Story. A Brownie Girl
Scout workshop - preregis-
tration required. Michigan
Historical Museum, Lansing.
10 A.M. to 3 P.M.

April 9
World Neighbors. A Junior
Girl Scout workshop - pre-
registration required. Mich-
igan Historical Museum,
Lansing. 10 A.M. to 3 P.M.

May 7
Let’s Pretend. A Brownie
Girl Scout workshop - pre-
registration required. Mich-
igan Historical Museum,
Lansing. 10 A.M. to 3 P.M.

May 12
Military Records at the
State Archives. Part of the
State Archives of Michigan
2005 Genealogy Series.
Michigan Library and His-
torical Center, Lansing.
3 to 4 P.M.

Thank You to Our Renewing Friends

Dr. Gerald and Jean Aben
Wayne and Mary Lou Adgate

Gwendolyn Bagley
Carl and Claudia Bajema

David Balas
John and Sally Barnds

Dr. Henry and Terrie Barry
Jane A. Beachnau

Lucile Belen
Theodore and Sally Bolema

Mark Bush

James and Dianne Byrum
Allen and Elaine Cable
Honorable Avern Cohn

William and Anne Coultas
Philip Currier

Judge Robert and Marguerite Danhof
William and Lois M. Davis
John and Jean Debbink

Nancy Finegood
David and Ruth Greenbaum

Al Harrison

Louise B. Heilbronn
Joseph Hess

Dennis and Helen Irrer
Richard and Nancy Jenkins

David J. Johnson
F. Martin and Dottie Johnson

John and Dinah Katt
Jeffrey Lapinski and Beverly Bonning

Don and Virginia Launstein
Don LeDuc

Michael and Celine Lepere
John and Kelly Lincolnhol

Kirk and Lucia Marshall
Richard and Donna Milliman

James and Wanda Nagy
Fred Neumark and Linda Reiter

Stephan V. Patoprsty
William and Shirley Paxton

Miller O. Perry
Dr. Mary L. Ploor

Dr. Joseph and Deborah Pysh
Dr. Stanley and Mary Ries

Norman and Dulcie Rosenfeld

Murray and Ginger Schoen
Nancy Scott

Donald and Joanna Smith
Gavin and Mary Smith

James and Laurel Smith
Wendy Stoner
Jennifer Such

Guy Sweet
Duane and Sheila Tarnacki

Sandra E. Ulsh
Tom and Diane Ungrodt

Stephen Upton
Carol L. Van Eck

Jon and Salome (Sis) Walton
Jim and Vicki Wardlaw

Marian Webster
Geoff and Terri Weller

Jeff White
Kenneth and Doris White

Mary Jane Wilson
Charles and Nancy Wing
Mort and Mary Lou Zieve

TTTTT     he Michigan Historical Commission is currently
  accepting nominations for the Governor John B.

Swainson Award. The award recognizes state, county and
municipal employees not in the history field who have
contributed to the preservation of  Michigan history. The
recipient will be recognized at a ceremony in Lansing
during Michigan Week (May 21 - 27).

The Michigan Historical Commission established the
Governor John B. Swainson Award in 1996 in honor of
Michigan’s fortieth governor. Devoted to public service,
Swainson was among a small group of  public officials who
have served in all three branches of  state government.
Swainson’s last role in public service was that of  president
of  the Michigan Historical Commission, a post he held at
his death in 1994.

Nominations for the Governor John B. Swainson
Award are due March 1, 2005. For more information and
the nomination form, visit the Michigan Historical Center
home page at www.michiganhistory.org.

Call for Swainson Award nominations

Governor John B. Swainson
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Welcome to Our New Friends

continued on page 5

The Friends of  Michigan History, Inc., enjoyed a banner year in
2004. Members’ contributions of  time, creativity and financial

support led to the successes outlined below.

MEMBERSHIP
Friends membership increased nearly 200%, reaching 838 as of
December 8, 2004. The phenomenal increase is due, in part, to higher
levels of  public awareness, stepped-up direct marketing efforts and a
new partnership with State Employees Credit Union that makes
Friends eligible for SECU membership.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Sponsored the ninth annual Veterans Tribute and Massing of  the
Colors; presented “Play Ball! The Gals Can Do It All,” a daylong
event featuring the history of  women’s baseball and softball in
Michigan; and presented “An Evening with the Big Three,” a special
evening fund-raising reception featuring actors portraying auto
industry founders Henry Ford, William Durant and Walter Chrysler.
These programs were conceived, created and directed by Friends.

SUPPORT
In 2004, the Friends contributed more than $14,300 in direct support
to the Michigan Historical Center. This support aided the Michigan

Friends of Michigan History 2004 Annual Report
Historical Museum System and the State Archives of  Michigan in
furthering their respective missions as highlighted below.

Museum Education Programs
• Provided financial support for Michigan Statehood Day event
   and activities
• Provided financial support for Michigan Archaeology Day
   event and activities
• Provided financial support for the Summer Sizzles day camp

Museum Exhibits
• Provided financial support for the development of  the special
   exhibit Tommaso Juglaris: A Capitol Artist
• Co-hosted the Juglaris opening reception
• Hosted a welcome dinner for the exhibit’s visiting Italian
   delegation

Other Support
• Provided financial support for the Michigan Historical Museum
   docent program
• Provided financial support for ongoing conservation of  a
   collection of  historic maps at the State Archives of  Michigan

Patricia Abood
Victor Adamo
Donald Allen
Daniel Altman

Nicholas Atwood
Troy James Avanzato

John Axe
Gregory Bickley

Fred and Linda Biondo
Randy Bolley

Barbara Bomben
Gregory Bowers

Bob Brasie
Virginia Breckenfeld
John M. Briggs Jr.
Jessica Brocieus
Fred S. Brown
Stephen Brown
Claudio F. Brusa
Patrick M. Burke

Robert Busby
Michael Capitan

Michael R. Charles
Peter Chatfield
Marie Chilman
Jack Colliton
Leo Conner
Scott Cook

Jack E. Coppers
Chad Crabtree

Verdia Cunningham
William Damico
Sue Deer Hall

Robert and Ruth Delany
Kevin Delf

Thomas E. DeSantis
Dr. David Dinger

Larry Dishaw
Charles and Dorothy Doane

Deborah Driver

Harold Duchan
Charles Brent Dupree

Charles G. Dupree
Janette E. Duster

Robert and Joanne Erickson
David S. Eubanks

Robert and Caryl Ferguson
Mike Fortino

 Frank Beck Chevrolet Cadillac
Richard Fritz Jr.

Amy Genson
Earl Goines

Margaret A. Goodhue
Jeffrey Gorman
Lynn R. Gorney

Gary Greenwood
Jim R. Guy III
Karen Hakala
Dr. Janine Hall

Vang Hang

Nanette G. Hartman
Daniel Hartnett

David T. Hayhow
Dorothy Heinlen

Jessica Eleanor Heron
Carl Hoag

Susan Hoag
Eric Hook

Gerald Howell
Nicole Hubbard

Edward Hunt
Jack Huston

Karen Johnson
Paula Johnson

Carlyle Johnston
Theresa Kales
Penny Kane

Florence Kerwin
Amer M. Khan
Bevin Kirsch

Brian Konieczka
Carrie Konieczka
Henry Kuhlman

Jacqueline Lehman
Anita Leisen
Jon Lewis

Donald and Erica Lindow
Shannon Liptak
Matthew Luczak

Mary Manne

Jill Marie Mason
Ann McDougall

Robert and Barbara McKerr
Lawrence McMaster

Vincent Melton
Danielle Merrell
George Meyer
Jeremy Meyers

Robert and Barbara Mills
Richard Morgan

Nicholas Nash
Kenneth H. Neitzel Jr.

Joshua Nicola
Marcel P. Niemiec

Angel D. Nieto
Wayne C. O’Neal Jr.

Carolyn Orourke
Andrew J. Owens
Anthony S. Palucki
Peter-John Parisis

Ed Parks
Nathan E. Peck
Nicole Pellecchia
Holly B. Peloshak

Kyle Pennell
Harold Pickell

Michael Pickerell
Alicia R. Pickering

David Polash



 

Name

Street

City/State/Zip

Telephone (           )

Cardholder’s name (please print)

Card number
Exp. date 3-digit CID # (back of card)

Cardholder’s signature

Please detach and mail to: Friends of Michigan History, P.O. Box 17035, Lansing, MI 48901

Payment method (check one):
   Check enclosed, payable to Friends of Michigan History
   VISA             MasterCard             Discover            American Express

E-mail:

   TI0404

Membership level (check one):
 $40 Basic    $60 Contributing    $100 Sponsoring    Other $

Yes! Please reserve the Friends of Michigan History membership indicated below

 Personal membership
Name

Street

City/State/Zip

Telephone (           )

 Gift membership

E-mail:
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JJJJJoin Us!oin Us!oin Us!oin Us!oin Us!
Become a partner with the Michigan
Historical Center in protecting, preserving
and interpreting Michigan’s rich heritage.

   Your membership benefits include:
• A one-year subscription to Michigan

History magazine

• A 10% discount at the Michigan
Historical Museum stores

• Discounts on museum classes and
workshops

• Nationwide museum discounts  through
“Time Travelers”

• The Insider quarterly newsletter

• Qualified to join State Employee Credit
Union (SECU)

• Special invitations to exhibit openings

• Membership card

• Tax benefits when you itemize your IRS
tax return

For more information:
(517) 373-2565.

www.michigan.gov/friendsofmichiganhistory

NEW FRIENDS continued
Brian Pollard

Roxana Portafield
Phyllis R. Powell

 Preservation Wayne
Teresa Pressley

David and Nancy Price
Karen L. Price

Lawrence and Cassandra Proctor
Paul Pulkki

Lyndon Pustalka

Greg Rasmussen
Susan Ratliff

Michael J. Reaume
Teresa Rebmann

Jorge Renderos-Aguilar
Darlene Rhodes

Barbara L. Richards
Rick Riegsecker

Mitch and Linda Riggs
Derek Ripley

Tim Roark Jr.
Reginald Robinson

Julie Rodriguez
Paul and Margaret Roney

Gary D. Rose
Jerome R. Ruiz

Jeffrey S. Rumsey
Penny Sage

Dominic and Janie Saltarelli

Ben Sanders
Kelly Sather

Placido Sauceda
Mark L. Saxton

Donald Schaberg
Jerrod Schaefer

Darlene A. Schael
Nicholas J. Schmidt

Vaega Schmidt
Gene M. Schrader

Amy D. Schultz
Richard Schweizer

Christopher Seaman
Leslie Sherman
Houston Shufelt
Todd Simmons

Ken Sipler
Pearl Sipperley

Donald Six
Ronald Smeeton

Curtis and Nadine Smith
Kenneth and Norma Smith

Wayne R. Smith
Brian and Vicky Smouthers

Derek Snyder
Bonnie L. Sorensen
Joshua A. Springer

Ryan Spry
John Stacewicz

Tamra Stamm
William H. Steele
Jamie Stevens
Mark W. Stock
Marcia Strong

Dennis Stumpmier
Mitch Swayze
Theresa Syer
Lindsay Tapp
Ryan Tarrant

Nathan Thomas
Eugene Tobias

Gerald and Dorothy Tomilenko
Andy S. Torrey

Chris Tracy
Richard Trudeau
Terecia Turner

David M. Upchurch
Alecia Vallad

Annette L. Vance

Suzan VanDorp
Harold VanGilder
Ongelic Verlotti

David Viger
DeeDee Wacksman

Robert Wagar II
Phillip Waite

Justin Walker
Herbert L. Wallace

Irene Wallace
Carol Walters

Charles G. Washington
Kira Weber

Harry Weeks
Katie Wiebusch

Jean Ann Wiggins
Jeff Williams

Paul and Shree Williams
Edward G. Winter

Regina K. Winters
David Witt

Sally Jo Witt
Travis Wolf

Christopher Wolfe
Frank Womer
Susan Wood

Richard D. Woodruff
Verma Worthey
Joyce Wright

Laverne Scott Wright
Tina M. Wright

Don and Alice Wyland
Darla Wynn

 Ziibiwing Center
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David H. Brickey, Vice President

Lansing
E. Chris Dancisak

Lansing
Adriana Greci Green

Detroit
Dr. Richard S. Johnson, Treasurer

East Lansing
Charles Seeley

Lansing
Tom Shawver

Lansing
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Corunna
Louise W. Stilwill

East Lansing
Paul Tarr Jr., Secretary

Lansing
Tom Truscott

Lansing
Mary Jane Wilson

East Lansing
Geneva Wiskemann

Lansing
Bill Wellman
East Lansing

EEEEE ric Perkins is the newest staff  member at the Michigan Historical Museum.
 He recently became the third collections historian in the museum’s col-

lections unit.
Perkins is no stranger to the museum. While he was earning an M.A. special-

izing in historical archaeology from Michigan State University, he worked in the
Office of  the State Archaeologist, one of  the museum’s sister agencies within the
Michigan Historical Center. In 2000, Perkins landed a limited-term position in
the collection unit to help inventory the museum’s military holdings.

Now, as a collections historian, Perkins wears several different hats. In addi-
tion to accepting and cataloging donations to museum collections, he is involved
in several exhibits projects. He has joined museum staff  artist Rich Geer in build-
ing a diorama of  Fort Wilkins that will be completed this spring; is planning ex-
hibits for  Tawas Point Lighthouse, the newest site in the Michigan Historical
Museum System; and is coordinating the next temporary exhibit at the Michigan
Historical Museum, A Soldier’s Life.

In Perkins’s off-work hours, the Okemos resident enjoys heading to the Up-
per Peninsula, where he earned his undergraduate degree. “I like to get back to
the U.P. whenever I can,” he says, “to go backpacking, or to just sit and look at
the water.”

Museum welcomes new collections historian

Next Friends meeting: Monday, March 14, 2005

New collections historian Eric Perkins works on a
diorama of Fort Wilkins, a Michigan Historical Muse-
um System site in Copper Harbor.


